
HERMANN NITSCH 1938 born in Vienna, Austria, died an April 18th 2022 in a hospital in 
Mistelbach. Represented by Galerie Kandlhofer, Vienna  

Education: 
2012-2016: practice-based PhD in Visual arts (Very Honorable with unanimous Jury 
                        Beaux-Arts de Paris and Ecole normale supérieure (PSL), France 

2014:            Painting Research Programme, Royal College of Art, London, UK 

       

2002-2006: BA, Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing, China 

Selected Exhibitions 

2025: Solo Exhibitions 
             Mein Nitsch, Nitsch Museum, Mistelbach  
             Ritual and Imprvisation, Late works by Hermann Nitsch, Peres Projects Gallery, 
             Seoul 
             “50 Anni Di Amicizia 1974-2024”, a friendship in the name of art, Museo Hermann 
             Nitsch, Napoli 
             Group Shows: 

 
 

              

2024: Solo Exhibitions 
 Hermann Nitsch, Museum Jorn, Silkeborg 
             Hermann Nitsch, Drawings, Bruseum, Graz 
 Group Shows: 
 What is Viennese Actionism, Viennese Actionism Museum, Vienna  
 Jjorn at Nitsch, Nitsch Museum, Mistelbach 

2023: Solo Exhibitions 
 Hermann Nitsch, Hommage, Musée de L’Orangerie, Paris 
             Hermann Nitsch, Bayreuth: Postlude, RX|Paris, Paris, 
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2006-2010: MA (Jury Honours), Beaux-Arts de Paris, France

ÉNORMÉMENT BIZARRE - Sammlung Jean Chatelus, Centre Georges Pompidou, 
Frankreich
All our Todays, MARe Museum, Bucharest



             Gesamtkunstwerk, Hermann Nitsch, K&L Museum, Gyeonggi 
             Hermann Nitsch, das 6-date Spiel, Nitsch Museum, Mistelbach 
             Hermann Nitsch, Bayreuth Walküre e relitti 158. Aktion, Museo Hermann Nitsch,  
             Naples 
             Kounellis/Nitsch, der theatralische Moment, Umberto Benappi, Turin      
             Nitsch. A Homage by Ekrem Yalcindag, Nitsch Foundation, Vienna          
             Hermann Nitsch, Farbenwelt, Museum St. Peter an der Sperr, Vienna             
             K&L Museum, Art Music and Dreams, K&L Museum, Gyeonggi 
             Hermann Nitsch, Carthatic Aversion, ABC-ARTE, Genua 
             Hermann Nitsch, Selected Paintings, Actions, Relics, Pace Gallery, New York 
             Hermann Nitsch, Aktionsfotographie 1963-1984, Westlicht, Vienna 
             Nitsch. A Hommage By Paul Renner, Nitsch Foundation, Vienna 
             Group Shows: 
             THE PASSION, Kunstmuseum Schloss Derneburg, Derneburg 
 Kolossal, Malerei im Großformat, Unteres Belvedere, Vienna  

2022:  Solo Exhibitions 
 Hermann Nitsch, 20th Painting Action Secession, Oficine 800, Venice 
              Hermann Nitsch, Maruani Mercier, Brüssels 
              Hermann Nitsch, Peres Projects, Berlin 
              Hermann Nitsch. das 6-tage-  spiel, Nitsch foundation, Vienna 
              Hermann Nitsch, Galerie Kandlhofer, Vienna 
              Hermann Nitsch. Die Partitur des 6-Tage-Spiels, Galerie Elisabeth & Klaus Thoman,  
              Innsbruck 
           Group Shows:  
              Body Images: Intimacy – Deconstruction – Interaction, Wilhelm Hack Museum,  
             Ludwigshafe 
 Richard Gerstl: Inspiration – Legacy, Kunsthaus Zug 
      
2021:  Painting action: Valkyrie, Bayreuth Festival 
  Solo Exhibitions 
            Walküre, Nitsch museum, Mistelbach 
             Hermann Nitsch – Sinfonia Napoli, Museo Hermann Nitsch, Naples 
 Bayreuth Prelude, Galerie Rx, Paris 
 Bayreuth Stories, Galerie Rx, New York 
             Farbe als Material, Burg Vischering, Lüdingshausen 
 Hermann Nitsch. The Orgies Mysteries Theatre, Museum of Decorative Art and  
 Design, Riga 
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            Hermann Nitsch. Mythos – Passion Works from the Sammlung Jaegers, Kunsthalle  
             Jesuitenkirche, Aschaffenburg 
             Hermann Nitsch. Bilder der 88. Malaktion, Nitsch Foundation, Vienna 
 Hermann Nitsch, Galerie Jahn und Jahn, Munich 
             Group Shows: 
             Odore – l’Art, l’Adeur, e le Sacré, Galerie Pauline Pavec, Paris 
 Resistance, Maruani Mercier, Brussels 
             Tense Conditions, Staatsgalerie Stuttgart 
 Radical Austria. Everything is Architecture, Design Museum den Bosch,    
 s’hertogenbosch 
             Costa/Nitsch. Il Viaggio Nell’Ancestrale, Galleria Michela Rizzo, Venice 
 Concert: Weinviertel Symphony, Nitsch Museum, Mstelbach;  
 Group Exhibitions 
 Orgelmysterium, Domkirche, St. Pölten; 

2020: 158th action, Museo Hermann Nitsch, Naples 
   Solo Exhibitions 
 Hermann Nitsch – New Works, Nitsch Museum, Mistelbach 
             Hermann Nitsch, Galerie Bechter Kastowsky, Schaan 
             Rush of Color, Galerie Jahn Pfefferle, Munich 
             The Shape of Color, Galerie Rx, Paris 
             The Orgies Mysteries Theater, Opera Gallery, Geneva 
             Group Shows: 
             The Beginning. Art in Vienna from 1945 to 1980, Albertina Modern 
             Double Lifes, Bundeskunsthalle, Bonn 
             Standing Aside, Gdansk City Gallery, Danzig 
             Passion and Fervour. The Art of Powerful Emotions, Lwl Museum für Kunst und  
             Kultur, Münster 
             Casper David Friedrich / Hermann Nitsch, Albertinum, Dresden 

2019:  Solo Exhibitions 
 Hermann Nitsch – The Total Work of Art, Lechner Museum, Ingolstadt 
             Hermann Nitsch – Rooms of Color, Albertina, Vienna 
             Hermann Nitsch. Katharsis, Palazzo Ducale, Mantua 
             Hermann Nitsch, Richard Koh Fine Art, Singapore 
             Hermann Nitsch, Marc Straus Gallery, New York 
             Hermann Nitsch. Pittura, Fotografie, Disegni, Studio d’Arte Cannaviello, Milan 
             Hermann Nitsch – Life & Work, The Culture Story, Singapore 
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             Group Shows:  
             Opéra Monde/Opera as the World – The Quest for a Total Work of Art, Centre   
 Pompidou, Metz 
             Intriguing Uncertainties, Park View Museum, Peking 
             Disturbing Narrative, Park View Museum, Singapore  
             Dark Side, Musja, Rome 
 Ikonen, Kunsthalle Bremen 
             8. Internationale Biennale for Contemporary Art, New Tretjakov Gallery, Moscow 

2018:  155th action / Action-Symphony for the 80th birthday, Nitsch Museum, Mistelbach 
 Solo Exhibitions 
 Hermann Nitsch – Life and Work, Nitsch Museum, Mistelbach 
 Reliti 152 Azione, 10 Anni, Museo Hermann Nitsch, Naples 
             Hermann Nitsch – A Monographic Show, Osthaus Museum Hagen 
            Hermann Nitsch, Marc Straus Gallery, Armory Show, New York 
             Hermann Nitsch – The Orgies Mysteries Theatre, Massimo de Carlo, London 
             Hermann Nitsch, Galerie Rx, Paris;  
 Hermann Nitsch – To the Concept of the Orgies Mysteries Theatre, Kulturhaus   
 Hinterzarten 
             Hermann Nitsch 80, Nitsch Foundation, Vienna  
            Drawings 1957-2017, Büro Weltausstellung, Vienna  
             Hermann Nitsch 80, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill and Galerie Kunst & Handel,  
 Graz galerie 422, gmunden;  
 Group Shows:  
 Double Lives, mumok, Vienna 
             Intriguing Uncertainties, Park View Museum, Singapore 
  
2017:  Solo Exhibitions 
            Hermann Nitsch and his Artistic Pilgrimage, Um Museum, Bongdam Uhwaseong  
            Hermann Nitsch – Da Una Collezione Privata, Fondazione Opera Santa Rita, Prato 
            Hermann Nitsch – Das Druckgrafische Werk, Nitsch Museum Mistelbach 
            Hermann Nitsch, Kunsthalle Arlberg 
            Hermann Nitsch Marc Straus Gallery New York 
             Group Shows:  
             Psycho Drawing. Art Brut und die 60er und 70er in Österreich, Lentos    
 Kunstmuseum, Linz 
             Gemischter Satz. Hermann Nitsch und Yroni Schwegler, Verein für    
 Originalradierung, München 
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2016: Solo Exhibitions 
 Existenzfest. Hermann Nitsch und das Theater, Museum Villa Stuck, Munich  
            Plakate aus 5 Jahrzehnten, Daniel Löwenbrück, Berlin 
             Gemälde, Zeichnungen, Druckgrafik, Galerie Fred Jahn, Munich 
             Hermann Nitsch. Passion – Auferstehung, Nitsch Foundation, Vienna 
             Arena – Opere dall’ Opera, Museo Nitsch, Naples 
 Rituale, Nitsch Museum, Mistelbach 
             Hermann Nitsch, Galerie 422, Gmunden;  
             Group Shows: 
            Crocifissi – Kreuzigungen, Francis Bacon, Concetto Pozzati, Palazzo Montanari,   
 Bologna 
             Körper, Psyche und Tabu, mumok, Vienna 
             Closed Universe? Neue Formen des Wiener Aktionismus in der Heutigen Kunst?,  
             Galerie Martinetz, Cologne  
            Synästhesieraum Dauerausstellung, Sammlung Fiedrichshof, Zurndorf;  

2015:  Solo Exhibitions 
 Das o.m. Theater, Zac Palermo, Existenzfest. Hermann Nitsch und das Theater,  
             Theatermuseum Wien 
             12 Arbeiten auf Papier, Galerie Thoman, Innsbruck 
             Group Shows: 
             Allegories & Existence, Summerhall Edinburgh 
             Schlaflos, 21er haus – Museum für Zeitgenössische Kunst, Vienna 
             Vienna for Art’s Sake, Winterpalais, Vienna 
             Mein Körper ist das Ereignis, mumok, Vienna 

2014: Solo Exhibitions 
 Sktionsmalerei, Dirimart, Istanbul 
             New York 2011, Nitsch Foundation, Vienna  
             Arena – Opere dell’Opera, Nitsch Museum, Mistelbach 
              Malaktionismus, Museo Nitsch, Naples 
              Das Orgien Mysterien Theater, Danubiana Meulensteen Art Museum, Bratislava 
             Carne e Luce, Fondazione Ducci, Rome 
             Hermann Nitsch, Culture Industries Association, Hong Kong 
             Arbeiten auf Papier, Nitsch Foundation, Vienna 
             Group Shows:  
             Made in Austria, Sammlung Essl, Klosterneuburg 
              Im Dialog – Wiener Aktionismus, mdm, salzburg 
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             Biennale di Disegno, Rimini 

2013: Solo Exhibitions 
 Sinne und Sein – Retrospektive, Nitsch Museum, Mistelbach 
             World Metamorphosis, Nitsch Foundation, Vienna 
             Hermann Nitsch, Studio Morra / Alnitak Art Agency, Art Berlin Contemporary 
            Performance Photography – 1960 to 1979, Nitsch Foundation, Vienna 
            Group Shows:  
           Personal Structures, Palazzo Bembo, Venice 
          La Perversión de lo Clásico: Anarquía de los Relatos, Museo Archeologico, Cuba  
             Pavillon, 55th Biennale Venice 
           Flesh and Blood, Museum on the Seam, Jerusalem 
            Faces Past and Present, Ernst Museum, Budapest 
          Seeing Wagner, K.u.K. Post- and Telegraphenamt, Vienna 
         Ernesto Balducci and the ‘Mass of the Artists', Fondazione Ernesto Balducci,   
 Palazzo Medici Ricardi, Florence 
            Duetto per Napoli (attersee e Nitsch), Castel dell’Ovo, Naples 

2012: Solo Exhibitions 
 Utopie Gesamtkunstwerk im 21er haus, Vienna 
             Levitikus, Innsbruck/Vienna 
 Kunstkulturkirche, Frankfurt 
            Thoman Modern, Innsbruck 
 5 Jahre Hermann Nitsch Museum, Mistelbach 
           Explosion Painting as Action, Moderna Museet, Stockholm 
           Hermann Nitsch Personale, Museum Moderner Kunst Kärnten, Klagenfurt 
           Hermann Nitsch: aus dem Gesamtkunstwerk, Galerie Walker, Schloss Ebenau 
           in Vivo Hermann Nitsch im Centre Pompidou, Paris 
           Galerie 422 Margund Lössl, Gmunden 
           Explosion Painting as Action; Fondacio Joan Miro, Barcelona 
           A Bigger Splash: Painting after Performance Art, Tate Modern, London 

2011:  131th Teaching Action, Leo König inc., New York  
 Solo Exhibitions 
 Blood Lines, Mca Denver 
 Hermann Nitsch, Leopold Museum, Vienna 
             Costumes and Settings by Hermann Nitsch for Saint Francois d’Assise by Olivier  
             Messiaen, Bayerische Staatsoper Munich 
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 Frühere Werke aus der Duerckheim Collection, MZM, Mistelbach  
            Group Shows: 
             Rroi, Gam, Turin 
             Personal Structures, Palazzo Bembo, Venice 
 Obsession and Intimacy: The Body in Contemporary Austrian Drawings – from   
 Alfred Kubin to Birgit Jürgenssen, B&M Theocharakis Foundation for the Fine Arts  
 and Music, Athens  
                   
2010: Solo Exhibitions 
 Masterpieces from the Duerckheim Collection, Hermann Nitsch Museum,   
 Mistelbach  
             Personal Structures. Time-Space-Existence, Künstlerhaus Bregenz 
              Exhibition of Drawings at the Cabinet des Dessins, Musée d’art Moderne,                    
 St. Etienne 
             New Museum Installation, Museum Nitsch, Naples 
             Stella Art Foundation, Moscow 
           
2009: Solo Exhibitions 
            De Pont Museum Tilburg, Holland, 
            Gam Turin, Dirimart Istanbul 
          
2006: Solo Exhibitions 
 Retrospective, Martin-Gropius Bau, berlin 
             White Space Gallery Alexander Ochs, Bejing 
 Mike Weiss Gallery, new york 
            Galerie Yamamoto Gendai, Tokyo 

2005:  Solo Exhibitions 
 The Triumph of Painting, Saatchi & Saatchi, London 
 Station Museum of Contemporary Art, Houston 
             Neue Galerie, Graz 
 Slought Foundation, Philadelphia 
             Nö Dokumentationszentrum für Moderne Kunst, St. Pölten 

2004: Solo Exhibitions 
 Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig, Vienna 
 mumok, Vienna 
            Brucknerhaus, Linz 
             Graphic Collection at Städelmuseum, Frankfurt 
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 Mike Weiss Gallery, New York 
              Haus der Musik, Vienna 

2003: Solo Exhibitions 
 Retrospective at the Essl museum, Traklhaus, Salzburg 

2002: Solo Exhibitions 
 Fondazione Morra, Naples 
 Kulturhaus, Bruck an der Mur 
            Museum Moderner Kunst Stiftung Ludwig, Vienna 
 Museum der Moderne, Salzburg 

2001: Solo Exhibitions 
 Österreichische Galerie Oberes Belvedere, Vienna 
             Hamburger Bahnhof, Berlin 

2000: Solo Exhibitions 
 Palazzo stelline, Milan 
= 
Concerts (2000 - ): 

2020: “moscow symphony for string orchestra”, Nitsch museum, mistelbach;  
2019: organ concert, angelica festival, bologna 
             organ concert, ars electronica festival, stiftskirche st. florian 
            “albertina string quartett”, albertina, vienna; “the music of the 6-day-play” 
             Nitsch museum, mistelbach; “rarely heard music” (attersee, lüpertz, Nitsch, rühm,  
             wiener) belvedere21, vienna 
            “moscow symphony”, new tretjakov gallery, moskau 
2017:  “traubenfleisch 2007-2017”, Nitsch museum, mistelbach 
             “orgelkonzert”, marc straus gallery, new york 
             “orgelkonzert bern”, saint ghetto festival, heiliggeistkirche, bern 
2016: “orgelkonzert berlin”, epiphanienkirche, berlin 
            “orgelkonzert brüssel”, begijnkerk, brüssel 
2015: “sinfónia für mexico city”, ex teresa arte actual, mexico 
2014: “selten gehörten musik”, theater casino zug und musikakademie basel 
2012: sinfonie for 100 pianists and 33 pianos and 1 synthesizer, tag der tausend finger /  
             oö kulturquartier linz 
2011: organ concert, mozarteum, salzburg 
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2010: Nitsch quintett, musée d`art moderne, st. etienne 
2003: organ-concerts in frankfurt and bad ischl 
            premiere of the symphony punta campanella in italy 

Events & Actions (2000 - ): 

2022: 160th action: the 6-days-play (2nd extended version); 
2020: “Nitsch meets … dr. erwin pröll”, Nitsch museum, mistelbach; 
2019: “Nitsch meets brus”, Nitsch museum, mistelbach; 
2017: “pfingstfest”, prinzendorf; “150. aktion”, dark mofo festival, hobart/tasmanien 
             “151. aktion für den film wladimir majakowski”, prinzendorf 
             “151. aktion”, casa morra, neapel 
2016: “147. aktion”, museum villa stuck, munich 
            “pfingstfest”, prinzendorf 
2015: “eröffnungsaktion” theatermuseum wien; “pfingstfest” 
2014: 142. aktion, pfingstfest, schloss prinzendorf; 77. malaktion, galerie thoman, vienna 
2013: 138th action (3-day-play), centraltheater leipzig; 
            140th action (teaching action), abc berlin 
            66th painting action, istanbul contemporary 
            141st action (teaching action), Nitsch foundation vienna 
2012: 135th action havanna, cuba 
             64th painting performance at museo di arte moderna e contemporanea, mart  
             rovereto 
2011: 60th painting action, mike weiss gallery, new york 
2010:   pentecost feast: 130th action, museum Nitsch neaples 
2009: 56th painting performance in Hermann Nitsch museum, mistelbach 
            premiere of the “egyptian symphony”, Hermann Nitsch museum mistelbach 
            opening of the Nitsch foundation 
2008: 20th painting action in museum Hermann Nitsch mistelbach 
            opening of the museo archivio laboratorio per le arti contemporee Hermann Nitsch   
            napoli by fondazione morra with an o. m. theatre 
            consigment of the title of dr. h. c. from the university cluj, romania 
2007: opening of the Hermann Nitsch museum in mistelbach, set- and costume-design 
for  
            “szenen aus goethes faust” by robert schumann at the opera house zurich 
2005: 122th action burgtheater, vienna 
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2004: performance of the 120th action: 2-day-play, prinzendorf 
2003: performance of the 115th action essl museum, klosterneuburg 
2002: performance of the 110th lehraktion (teaching action) whitechapel art gallery,  
            london 
2001: set- and costume-design for the opera “satyagraha” by philip glass at the  
            festspielhaus st. pölten 
            performance of the 107th action in prinzendorf 
2000: video presentation in several venues “6-day-play” including los angeles, portikus,  
            frankfurt and mönchengladbach 
            continous work on the o.m. theatre and development of the painterly and theatric  
             concept 

Education: 

2012-2016: practice-based PhD in Visual arts (Very Honorable with unanimous Jury   
                       Congratulations) 
                       Beaux-Arts de Paris and Ecole normale supérieure (PSL), France 
 
2014:            Painting Research Programme, Royal College of Art, London, UK 
 
2006-2010: MA (Jury Honours), Beaux-Arts de Paris, France 
 
2002-2006:  BA, Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing, China 

Prizes (2000 - ):  

2006: special prize at asolo film festival 
            prize of the asociacion espanola de cristicos de arte (aeca) at arco madrid 
2005: award of the “grossen österreichischen staatspreis”  
             golden medal of honor by the city of vienna 

Collections: 

moma, new york 
guggenheim collection, new york 
metropolitan museum, new york 
museum university of yale 
walker art center, mineapolis 
hammer museum, los angeles 
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busch-reisinger museum harvard university, cambridge 
saint louis art museum, st. louis, missouri 
richard massey foundation,  new york 
hudson valley center for contemporary art, peekskill, new york 
 tang, saratoga springs, new york 
station museum of contemporary art houston, texas 
 gallery of ontario, toronto; state tretyakov gallery, moscow 
 um museum, gyeonggi-do; tate gallery, london 
musée centre georges pompidou, paris 
stedelijk van abbe museum, eindhoven 
stedelijk museum, amsterdam 
design museum den bosch, s’hertogenbosch  
castello di rivoli, rivoli; gam, turin 
museo di capodimonte, neapel; museo Nitsch, neapel 
galleria d´arte moderna, bologna 
mart, rovereto; mar – museo d’arte della città di ravenna 
kunstsammlung nordrhein-westfalen, düsseldorf 
sammlung jaegers, dusseldorf 
museum ludwig, cologne; nationalgalerie berlin 
 lenbachhaus, münchen; staatsgemäldesammlung munich 
 museum brandhorst, munich 
graphische sammlung, munich 
duerckheim collection, munich 
staatsgalerie stuttgart 
kunsthalle hamburg 
museum neue galerie, saarbrücken 
 albertinum, dresden 
schloss moorsbroich, leverkusen 
gfzk, leipzig, kunstmuseum bern 
hall art foundation, derneburg 
kunstmuseum winterthur 
mumok, vienna; albertina, vienna 
österreichische galerie belvedere, vienna 
leopold museum, vienna 
landessammlungen nö, st. pölten 
lentos, linz 
rupertinum, salzburg 
ferdinandeum, innsbruck 
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sammlung essl, klosterneuburg 
Nitsch museum, mistelbach 

Exhibitions, Events Actions, Concerts (1957 -  2000): 

1999: exhibition of relicts, relict installations and video documentation of the „100th 
action – 6-day-play“ at the museum moderner kunst, stiftung ludwig, palais liechtenstein, 
vienna and at the kiscelli museum, budapest; hamburger bahnhof, berlin and at the kunst- 
und ausstellungshalle der brd, bonn; concert performance of the music of the 6-days-play 
at radiokulturhaus, vienna 
1998: “6-day-play” from the 3rd to 9th of august in prinzendorf; exhibitions: kulturhaus, 
weiz; participation in the group show “out of action” moca, los angeles; mak, vienna; 
macba, barcelona; museum of contemporary art, tokyo; cd-publication “island 
symphonie” (world premiere 1980) 
1997: 40th painting performance, museum of the 20th century, vienna exhibition, 
kunsthallen göteborg; museé d’art et d’historie, luxemburg; neue galerie, linz; kunstraum, 
Innsbruck 
1996: 96th action at vigna san martino, fondazione morra, naples; 38th painting 
performance, schömerhaus, klosterneuburg; exhibitions: museum moderner kunst 
stiftung wörlen, passau; palazzo delle esposizioni, rome; retrospective at centre 
d’exposicions i documentació de l’art contemporani, casa solleric, palma de mallorca 
1995: décor and contribution to the stage direction for the opera “hériodade” by jules 
massenet at the opera house, vienna, exhibitions: künstlerhaus, vienna; trinitatiskirche, 
cologne 
1994: exhibitions: kunsthalle, krems; raiffeisenhalle, frankfurt; casina vanvitelliana, fusaro 
(naples); kärntner landesmuseum, klagenfurt 
1993: exhibitions: national gallery, prague; neues museum weserburg, bremen 
1992: exhibition: pabellòn de las artes, expo sevilla 
1991:exhibitions: galleria civica di arte contemporanea, trient; st. petri, lübeck; 
festspielhaus bregenz; traklhaus, salzburg 
1990: world premiere of the 8th symphony, museum für angewandte kunst, vienna; 
exhibitions: gemeentemuseum, den haag; museum der moderne salzburg; national 
gallery prague; kunsthalle krems; martin-gropius-bau, berlin 
1989: exhibitions: museum des 20. jahrunderts, vienna; kunstverein, salzburg; luhring & 
augustine, new york. Hermann Nitsch teaches a class of interdisciplinary art at the 
städelschule, the frankfurt academy of fine arts (until 2003 ) and regularly at 
summeracademy in salzburg 
1988: marriage with rita leitenbor; exhibition: städtische galerie im lenbachhaus, munich; 
participates at the sydney biennale 
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1987: 20th painting performance at the wiener secession, vienna; exhibition: villa 
pingatelli, naples 
1896: exhibitions: sala pablo ruiz picasso, madrid; rupertinum, salzburg; secession, 
vienna; pac, milan; renaissance society at the university, chicago; städtische galerie im 
lenbachhaus, munich 
1984: 80th action: 3-days-play, prinzendorf; exhibition: galeria franz paludetto, torino; 
Hermann Nitsch starts working on his large print œuvre: “the architecture of the orgies 
mysteries theatre” published by fred jahn galerie, munich (1984-93) 
1983: exhibitions: stedelijk van abbemuseum, eindhoven, participation at the group show 
“der hang zum gesamtkunstwerk”, museum moderner kunst, vienna 
1982: participates again at the documenta 7, kassel 
1977: beate Nitsch dies in a car accident 
1975: the 24-hour 50th action is performed in prinzendorf (1st day and night of the 6-
day-play) 
1973: founding of the “verein zur förderung des orgien mysterien theaters” (association 
to support the o.m. theatre) 
1972: participates at the documenta 5, kassel curated by harald szeemann; first 12-hour-
action (40th action) at the mercer art center in new york 
1971: acquisition of prinzendorf castle (stage of the orgies mysteries theatre) 
1970: other “aktionen” in new york, munich and cologne 
1968: cinématheque, new york, performance of the 25th and 26th action; university of 
cincinnati, 28th action, moves to bayern, germany, marriage in munich with beate könig 
1966: the destruction in art symposium (dias), london, 20th action, vienna 
1962: 1st “aktion” in vienna 
1960: aktionen (action performances) and exhibitions take place in vienna, which result in 
several court trials and three prison terms. therefore he leaves austria and moves to 
germany where he lives till 1978 
1957:develops the idea of the orgien mysterien theatre, a six days long festival whose 
conception is based on the main artist philosophy and that has been developing till today. 
the o.m. theatre is a new form of a total work of art where reality is staged. all five senses 
of the participants are claimed. 
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